be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience
hath shewn that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which
they are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations,®
pursuing invariably the same Object, evinces a design to reduce them
under absolute Despotism,* it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off
such Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.

Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is
now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems
of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a
history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object
the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove
this, let facts be submitted to a candid® world.

Tyrannical Acts of the British King

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary
for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and
pressing importance, unless suspended in their operation till his assent
should be obtained; and, when so suspended, he has utterly neglected
to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large
districts of people, unless those people would relinquish® the right of
Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to them, and for-
midable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncom-
fortable, and distant from the depository of their public Records, for the
sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing
with manly firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others
to be elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihila-
tion, have returned to the people at large for their exercise; the State
remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasions
from without, and convulsions’ within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for
that purpose obstructing the Laws for Naturalization® of Foreigners;

3. usurpations: unjust seizures of power. 6. relinquish: give up.
4. Despotism: rule by a tyrant with absolute power. 7. convulsions: violent disturbances.
5. candid: fair, impartial. 8. Naturalization: process of becoming

a citizen.

Grievances Against Britain

The list contains 27 offenses
by the British king and
others against the colonies.
It helps explain why it
became necessary to seek
independence.

2. Which offense do you
think was the worst?
Why?

Loss of Representative
Government

.

One of the Intolerable

Acts of 1774 stripped the
Massachusetts Legislature
of many powers and gave
them to the colony’s British
governor.

3. Why was this action so
"intolerable"”?

The Road to Revolution





