with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy'® scarcely paralleled in the most
barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens, taken Captive on the high
Seas, to bear Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of
their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections'® amongst us, and has endea-
voured to bring on the inhabitants of our frontiers the merciless Indian
Savages, whose known rule of warfare is an undistinguished destruction
of all ages, sexes and conditions.

Efforts of the Colonies to Avoid Separation

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress'”
in the most humble terms; Our repeated Petitions have been answered
only by repeated injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by
every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free
people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our British brethren. We
have warned them from time to time of attempts by their legislature
to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded
them of the circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We
have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity,'® and we have
conjured them by the ties of our common kindred, to disavow these
usurpations, which would inevitably interrupt our connections and
correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and
of consanguinity.” We must, therefore, acquiesce” in the necessity,
which denounces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of
mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

The Colonies Are Declared Free and Independent

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in
General Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the
world for the rectitude” of our intentions, do, in the name, and by the
Authority of the good People of these Colonies solemnly publish and
declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, Free
and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to
the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and

15. perfidy: dishonesty, disloyalty. 18. magnanimity: generosity, forgiveness.
16. domestic insurrections: rebellions 19. consanguinity: relationship by a
at home. common ancestor; close connection.
17. Petitioned for Redress: asked for 20. acquiesce: accept without protest.
the correction of wrongs. 21. rectitude: moral uprightness.

Petitioning the King |

The colonists sent many
petitions to King George lI.
™. In the Olive Branch Petition of
1775, the colonists expressed
their desire to achieve
“a happy and permanent
reconciliation.” The king
rejected the petition.

6. Why did the colonists
at first attempt to solve
the dispute and remain

loyal?

Powers of an
Independent Government

The colonists identified the

ability to wage war and agree
n . )

to peace; to make alliances

with other nations; and to

set up an economic system

as powers of a free and

independent government.

7. What other powers are
held by an independent
government?

The Road to Revolution






